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Opinions split on opening
Featherstone Wildlife Refuge to
public

Posted: Thursday, February 3, 2011 3:47 pm | Updated: 4:03 pm, Fri Nov 16, 2012.

Amanda Stewart | 0 comments

A new 15-year conservation plan proposed by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service lead to the Featherstone
National Wildlife Refuge in Woodbridge opening to the public for the first time.

But area residents are split on whether or not that should happen.

The 325-acre piece of land, surrounded on two
sides by the Occoquan Bay and Neabsco Creek,
was acquired by the FWS in 1979 and has been
closed to the public ever since.

In a new Comprehensive Conservation Plan
proposed by that agency, officials are
recommending opening the refuge to the public if
“safe and legal access” can be secured.

The FWS held two public meetings about the
proposed plan, which sets goals for both
Featherstone and Mason Neck wildlife refuges, at
Potomac Library in Woodbridge Wednesday.

At the afternoon session, county resident Al Alborn
spoke against opening the refuge to the public.

Alborn said that not enough is known about the natural environment at Featherstone, and so no one knows what
will happen to it if the refuge is opened.

“Doing nothing right now is a really good option,” Alborn said. “Let’s let nature take its course.”

Kevin Parker, who is a member of several area conservation groups and has led tours at Featherstone, also
spoke at the afternoon meeting and said he favored opening the refuge to the public.

“I would like to see it be open and I would like to see it become a place beloved by the people,” he said.

Story Comments

Recommend
0

We're always interested in hearing
about news in our community. Let us
know what's going on!

Submit news

Home News Sports Weather Lifestyles Obituaries Multimedia Things To Do About Us ClassifiedsJobsAutosReal Estate

http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/insidenova.com/news/L19/599982989/TopRight/MediaGen/isn_BallantineManagement_2012_11_26/Ballantine-Ad.gif/544751497345384e794e6b4143696d50?x
http://www.insidenova.com/site/forms/online_services/classified/
http://www.insidenova.com/site/forms/subscription_services/
http://www.insidenova.com/site/digital/
http://www.insidenova.com/site/media_kit/
http://www.insidenova.com/site/contact.html
javascript:void(0)
https://insidenova-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/news/article_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/insidenova.com/news/1037804832/Middle/default/empty.gif/544751497345384e794e6b4143696d50?x
http://www.insidenova.com/site/e-newsletters
http://www.facebook.com/pages/InsideNoVAcom/53833715818?ref=ts
http://twitter.com/insidenova
http://www.insidenova.com/site/mobile_apps
http://www.insidenova.com/site/rss/
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/insidenova.com/news/300587122/Top1/default/empty.gif/544751497345384e794e6b4143696d50?x
http://www.insidenova.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
http://www.insidenova.com/search/?q=&t=collection&l=10&d=&d1=&d2=&s=&sd=desc&c[]=multimedia/photo_galleries&f=html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/photo_galleries/
http://www.insidenova.com/staffordcountysun/
http://www.belvoireagle.com/
http://www2.quanticosentryonline.com/
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/weather
http://www.insidenova.com/
http://www.insidenova.com/news
http://www.insidenova.com/content/tncms/live/#
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html&related=insidenova%2Ctownnews&text=Opinions%20split%20on%20opening%20Featherstone%20Wildlife%20Refuge%20to%20public%20&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html%23.ULfAw_soin0.twitter&via=insidenova
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html&related=insidenova%2Ctownnews&text=Opinions%20split%20on%20opening%20Featherstone%20Wildlife%20Refuge%20to%20public%20&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html%23.ULfAw_soin0.twitter&via=insidenova
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html&related=insidenova%2Ctownnews&text=Opinions%20split%20on%20opening%20Featherstone%20Wildlife%20Refuge%20to%20public%20&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html%23.ULfAw_soin0.twitter&via=insidenova
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.insidenova.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html
http://www.insidenova.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://xads.zedo.com/ads2/c?a=1384978;n=305;x=2333;c=305013844,305013844;g=172;i=0;1=1;2=1;tg=1354217173;v=1000005;s=239;g=172;m=131;w=49;i=0;u=unknown;p=8;f=1606117;h=1004200;b=43200;o=20;y=168;v=1;t=i;k=http://track.pubmatic.com/AdServer/AdDisplayTrackerServlet?clickData=_url=http://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/13001-164447-19269-1?mpt=0.26930058190354033
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html?mode=story
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html?mode=story
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html?mode=print
http://www.insidenova.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.insidenova.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.insidenova.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.insidenova.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
http://www.insidenova.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news/
http://www.insidenova.com/
http://www.insidenova.com/news/
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/
http://www.insidenova.com/weather/
http://www.insidenova.com/lifestyles/
http://www.insidenova.com/obituaries/
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/
http://www.insidenova.com/things_to_do/
http://www.insidenova.com/site/about.html
http://www.insidenova.com/classifieds/
http://www.insidenova.com/classifieds/jobs/
http://www.insidenova.com/classifieds/vehicle
http://www.insidenova.com/classifieds/housing/
http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/insidenova.com/news/L19/681182585/Left3/MediaGen/isn_KevinChildersLaw_2012_08_01/isn_KevinChilders_300x250_Adinterax.html/544751497345384e794e6b4143696d50?http://tr.adinterax.com/re/mediageneral%2Ckpc_050912_dispVID%2CC%3Dkpc_050912_dispVID%2CP%3Dcreativeservices%2CK%3D9336372/0.8953206052621433/0/tc%2Cac%2Cc%3AclickTAG%3dDYN/http://www.kevinchilderslaw.com/


http://ads.mgnetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/insidenova.com/news/L19/998628083/Top/MediaGen/isn_PrinceWilliamHospital_2012_11_21/isn_PrinceWilliamHospital_728x90_GameChangers_11-21-12.html/544751497345384e794e6b4143696d50?http://tr.adinterax.com/re/mediageneral%2Cpwh_sports_med_070912_expLdr%2CC%3Dpwh_sports_med_070912_expLdr%2CP%3Dcreativeservices%2CK%3D10777274/0.4485308929444366/0/tc%2Cac%2Cc%3AclickTAG%3dDYN/http://www.pwhs.org/orthopaedics_health_library_content.asp?hlc_gc=&pageid=P00943


Opinions split on opening Featherstone Wildlife Refuge to public - INSIDENOVA.COM: News

http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_2168ea03-4e4a-51ae-88f8-879251cc6a65.html[11/29/2012 3:08:59 PM]

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

6

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Manassas man dies in Yorkshire
area crash; driver charged

UPDATED: Two killed on I-66 in
Fairfax

Illegal signs frustrate area residents

Prince William County Fugitive of
the Week

 Tweet 0 0

Discuss Print

Similar Stories
Rippon Middle School seeks band instruments

New program will bring students to the ballet

Police seek owners of stolen jewelry

Manassas officials ask for input on building projects

4 Powerball tickets in Va. each win $1M

Most Read
Manassas man dies in Yorkshire area crash; driver

charged

UPDATED: Two killed on I-66 in Fairfax

Illegal signs frustrate area residents

Prince William County Fugitive of the Week

Culpeper woman wins $1M, but no big Powerball
winner; jackpot goes to record $425M

For Mason Neck, the conservation plan calls for, among other things, two new trails to be developed on the
refuge.

Public comments on the proposed plan will be accepted through Feb. 22 and can be submitted via letters, faxes,
phone calls and e-mails, with “Mason Neck/Featherstone Refuges CCP” in the subject line.

To submit comments, e-mail northeastplanning@fws.gov, send letters to Nancy McGarigal, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 300 Westgate Center Drive, Hadley, MA 01035, call 413-253-8562 or fax 413-253-8468.

FWS staff will evaluate all public comments and revise their plan as needed during March and April. In May, a
recommendation will be submitted to the regional director, who will make the final decision for the refuges.

Staff writer Amanda Stewart can be reached at 703-530-3908.
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